
What do other students say about the International 
Student Program?

Some of our international students talk about their 
experiences in the UGDSB’s International Student 
Program video.  

I am in Grade 11 in my country. Can I come to Guelph 
and do one year of Grade 12 and then go to university?

Yes, you can. There will be some requirements to 
meet by the end of Grade 12: Students require 
Grade 12 University level English in order to 
attend university, plus five other Grade 12 academic 
courses, and with some specific prescribed 
courses depending on the post-secondary program, 
for example, Science, Math, or Business. All of 
Ontario’s Grade 12 courses are very language rich 
and require a high level of English, and the 
International Student Program will do a language 
assessment to determine the appropriate level of 
entry for each student. 

I require certain specific courses for my school in my 
country. Will I have those courses in my schedule?

Yes, the secondary schools in the Upper Grand 
District School Board have a common provincial 
curriculum, and each school offers some elective 
courses in keeping with the size, strengths and 
interests of the student population. We work to 
match each of our international student’s requests 
and educational needs with the curriculum 
established by the Province of Ontario.

My level of English is very advanced in my country. 
I do not think that I will need ESL. Can I go directly 
into a regular English program?

Yes, based on the results of the English Assessment 
that will be part of your ISP process. Your level of 

written English, your level of comprehension and 
your oral English skills will be assessed and allow 
us to determine the best placement and the most 
appropriate program for you – to ensure your 
success in the courses required for your own 
personal academic goals. If you do require some 
additional language support at the beginning, ESL 
courses are offered each semester, as well as some 
courses that will give the student a foundation to 
build on for the university admission courses.

Will I need to take a TOEFL test in order to be 
admitted to university?

In some cases, yes, as many universities require a 
prescribed TOEFL score for admission when a 
student has studied in an English-language high 
school for less than four years. Please see individual 
universities’ admissions web pages for requirements 
specific to that university.

Are there provincial exams that students must write 
in order to graduate?

No. There are no provincial exams that students 
must take at the grade 12 level. There is a provincial 
curriculum for each subject, but each school sets 
its own exams and the marks from these exams are 
used for university acceptance. The only provincial 
test required for graduation is the OSSLT, an English 
literacy test, which is usually taken in grade 10. ESL 
students take the OSSLT when they are ready.

How many credits can be transferred from a high 
school in China?

Students receive credit for the number of high 
school grades they have successfully completed. A 
student will receive 8 credits for completing grade 9 
(Junior 3), 16 credits for completing grade 10 (Senior 
1), and 22 credits for completing grade 11 (Senior 2).
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How many credits does a student need to graduate 
from high school in Ontario?

A student needs a minimum of 30 credits to 
graduate from high school, but if the student is 
planning to attend university he or she may need 
more credits. Most foreign students need to take 
more than 30 credits because they have to satisfy 
the English requirements for university. Students 
usually complete their Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma in four or five years, and graduate after 
successfully completing grade 12. To graduate, 
students must earn 30 credits, complete the literacy 

requirement in grade 10, and help their community 
by providing 40 hours of community service.

What is the progression of English courses a student 
must take in order to graduate from the Ontario 
school system?

International students will be assessed  for their 
English proficiency level.  A student does not have to 
take all the ESL courses, but is placed in the one that 
best suits the language level at time of arrival.

ORDER/LEVELS OF ENGLISH COURSES

LEVEL   MEANING    LENGTH OF TIME/VALUE  GRADE
ESLAO   True Beginner    One semester/One credit  Not specific
ESLBO   High Beginner    One semester/One credit  Not specific 
ESLCO   Low Intermediate   One semester/One credit  Not specific
ESLDO   High Intermediate   One semester/One credit  Not specific
ENG3U / ENG3C Regular Compulsory English  One semester/One credit  Grade 11
ENG4U / ENG4C Regular Compulsory English  One semester/One credit  Grade 12

Example: If a student comes into the school system 
at the ESLDO level (high intermediate) in grade 11, 
they will likely be able to finish high school in two 
years. If they come at the ESLCO (low intermediate) 
or ESLBO (high beginner), it will take longer.

Can students earn English credits at summer school?

Yes. A registered international student can take ESL 
and any of our regular English credit courses at 
summer school. There is an additional fee for sum-
mer school courses.

Can a student take more than one English course at 
a time?

No. For all compulsory English credits, a student 
must take them one per semester in order, for 
example, Grade 11 English before Grade 12 English.
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